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September 25, 2020 
Dear Audubon School Community:  

 
As I sit here on the last Friday of September contemplating what positive message I could share, I can’t help but think how time flies. Time is relative 
to the “absolute” time we can compare it to. For any baby born on our first day of school, the last three weeks is three quarters or 75% of their life. 
For our kindergartners the last three weeks has been one percent of their present life. For our sixth graders it is a half of a percent. And for our seniors 
it is less than a third of a percent. Time passes by at different rates for us all. It’s relative.  

 
Einstein shared an anecdote about spending time. I will express a similar thought. Did you ever notice how an hour at a party passes fast while an 
hour in the dentist chair seems like an eternity? I remember the first months after the birth of all of my children. I remember the numerous 
adjustments in my daily and weekly calendars. I remember the endless feedings and at times inconsolable crying (the children, my wife, and me). 
Although I can’t say this time of my life was the same as getting a root canal, I can share that now that my children are getting older, I long for those 
bittersweet moments.  

 
Life for most of us has not been the same for the last 6 months. It’s difficult to comprehend that it’s been half a year since our school doors closed. 
Time during this pandemic has ebbed and flowed for me personally. Some days, weeks, and months were long while others were short. Some days 
were enjoyable while others were pure dread. This pandemic is teaching all of us to be patient and to search and persevere in our pursuit of silver 
linings. Every event or situation has a positive aspect. It is up to us to find it.  

 
The past three weeks is one third of the present remote learning plan. Yes, we are one third of the way to our return to in-person instruction through 
the hybrid plan. On November 9th we may all look back and miss this portion of the Reopening Plan. Times that included working with our children 
as they Zoomed and Google met. Times when the weeks were consistently inconsistent. Times when there was nowhere to go but home.  

 
And now it’s time (pun intended) for some reminders: 

● Meal Service. Meals are available, free of charge, to any students enrolled in our schools. Grab & Go meal pick up for next week is from 
11:30 AM to 12:30 PM and 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM on Monday September 28, 2020.  

  
● Technology Support. If your child(ren)’s device(s) is(are) malfunctioning, please contact their principal: 

○ Haviland Avenue Elementary School Mrs. McManis amcmanis@audubonschools.org  
○ Mansion Avenue Elementary School Ms. Smeltzer bsmeltzer@audubonschools.org  
○ Junior-Senior High (7-9) Ms. Reising kreising@audubonschools.org  
○ Junior-Senior High (10-12) Mr. Buchs rbuchs@audubonschools.org  

 
There is additional information available on the COVID-19 and Reopening Plan website folders. Please feel free to reach out to your child(ren)’s 
teacher, building principal(s), or me if you have any additional comments, concerns, and/or questions.  

 
For me, on this last Friday of September, I can share that “we” are “all” absolutely doing our best. I am both honored and proud to be spending this 
time with this special school community. Be safe.  

 
Andrew P. Davis, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
In partnership with our students, families, and communities, the Audubon Public Schools will educate all students by providing motivating and 
challenging learning experiences embedded in technology that prepare them to achieve the New Jersey Student Learning Standards at all grade 
levels, in a safe setting of mutual respect, in order to develop ethical, productive citizens who will contribute to the local and global community. 
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